
 

Happy Spring, SHSS families!                
                                                                     
It is such an honor to be sending you this 
message as the new principal of Stanley 
Humphries Secondary School. I look forward 
to serving you and your children in this 
capacity and I am grateful for your continued 
support. I am also thrilled to be welcoming 
Terry Jones to SHSS as our new vice-principal. 
Terry brings a wealth of experience and great energy to our school 
community. There are so many great things that we envision for this school and 
we hope that you will feel free to communicate your ideas and feedback with us as 
we move forward.  
 
We have had a busy month at SHSS! Course Selection is an exciting process that 
requires students to think ahead and make decisions about their future. We hope 
that with the assistance of our counseling team, your child was able to make 
choices that allow them to learn deeply, explore new areas of study and develop 
their passions. Most students have now completed their course selection and we 
will continue to meet individually with those who have questions or concerns about 
next year's programming. 
 
Report cards will be posted on Monday, April 30th and we encourage you to have a 
look at the document with your child so that they can tell you about their strengths 
and stretches in their classes. If you are having trouble accessing the report cards 
on MyEdBC, please call our front office so that Ms. Skinner can assist you in 
resetting your password. We will not be having a formal Parent-Teacher evening 
but we hope that you will contact teachers by phone or email if you would like to 
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have a chat or set up a meeting. Parental involvement and good communication 
between the home and the school are crucial factors in student success and we 
welcome your questions and feedback. 
 
The beautiful weather is finally here and students are feeling the end of the school 
year at hand. In May, we will begin the process of transitioning our grade 7 students 
into the high school. Simultaneously, we will be preparing to launch our grade 12 
students into the next phase of their life experience. Whether it be changing 
grades, entering a new school or moving into the world beyond high school, we 
know that this can result in some stress and anxiety for all of our students who find 
change difficult. We are here to support our learners and to give them the 
strategies they will need to move through transitions as easily as possible. Please let 
us know if your child is needing extra support at this time. 
 
On behalf of the staff at SHSS, I wish you a happy spring and thank you for being a 
part of our learning community! 
 
Chantal St-Jacques 
Principal 
 
 

 



  

Choosing To Lead! 

On April 22 and 23, the Leadership students travelled to Kelowna to 
attend the "Choose to Lead" seminar where they were enlightened by 
motivational speakers such as Alison Springer and Peter Katz speaking on 
such topics as embracing our flaws and facing our fears. While in Kelowna, 
we also enjoyed a few hours team building at and Escape Room. The 
winning team was able to solve all the riddles and 'exit' the room before 
time ran out. Thank you to Ms. Kuiper and the Leadership students who 
made this a great trip! 
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Deer Hide Tanning 

Ms. Jago's First Nations Studies 12 class had a great experience learning how to 
tan a deer hide.  The First People's practice was not just about tanning the hide, it 
was about building community!  After the hides had been soaking for a long time, 
students cut holes around the edge of the hide, wove them with string and tied 
them tightly to a rack. Students worked to trim the inside of the hides and to scrape 
the fur.  The hides were then smoked at Millennium Park. The work proved to be 
challenging and required the participation and cooperation of the class. Our 
indigenous support workers Michele and Lesley were fantastic facilitators 
reminding us that this practice had been done for centuries and always in 
cooperation with nature and 
community.  Respect for the animal and 
nature are paramount to Aboriginal 
teachings.  Equality among all living 
things is an integral component to our First 
People's way of life and world view.  This 
was an amazing opportunity and experience 
for all.   Thank you Michele and Lesley!                                                                       
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BC Lions Deliver a Powerful Message 
 
Our grade 10 students had the pleasure of attending a presentation from the BC 
Lions last week. "Be More Than a Bystander" delivers a powerful message about 
taking a stand on violence against women. Being respectful, speaking out and 
gaining understanding about this important social issue are the ideas at the core of 
this presentation developed by the Ending Violence Association.  
 
This was a great learning opportunity for our kids who heard personal accounts of 
the suffering violence can cause. As we strive to see our students become more 
empathetic, we were touched by the stories of two BC Lions who brought home the 
idea that violence is not a solution. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Many thanks to EVA and the BC Lions who were willing to share their stories and 
their important message with SHSS. 
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Student Voice Symposium: Distracted Driving 

Did you know that 8 out of 10 collisions today are due to distracted driving and the 
number is climbing each year? Distracted driving is the number one concern for 
new drivers. On Friday, April 6th, four of our students attended a symposium in 
Nelson at Rosemont Elementary focusing on distracted driving.  The gathering of 
students from around the district was put on by BCVPA's Student Voice.  Their 
vision is for all students in the province to be heard in matters affecting 
their education by empowering them to address their needs, interests and 
concerns and by strengthening the links among students and their partners 
in education. The students spent the day interacting with each other while learning 
about the dangers of distracted driving.  After discovering the risks and concerns, 
students brainstormed together to find ways to prevent distracted driving from 
happening to them, their friends, and their family. Putting phones in the glove box 
and leading by example were some of the ideas they shared. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
Thanks to Noah Kilby, Annika Cheveldave, AJ Roberts and April Gariepy for 
representing the school! 
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New Curriculum News – Changes to English 10            

Students entering grade 10 will have several 
English options to choose from next year. 
Teachers and counselors are sharing details with 
classes about the selections so that students can 
make choices based on their interests, their 
strengths and the areas they would further like to explore. Our course 
selection catalogue has now been updated to include the 9 modules of 
English 10 that students can choose from. Next year’s grade 10 students 
will be registered in two 2-credit modules. Read more about the options 
on pages 4-5 of our catalogue:  

SHSS Senior Course Catalogue 

The following excerpts from BC's New Curriculum document explain some 
of the changes to the English curriculum and the rationale behind them: 

All English Language Arts 10-12 and English First Peoples 10-12 required 
and optional courses share a similar structure, designed to ensure that all 
BC students receive a well-rounded and comprehensive language arts 
education during the Graduation years, and to provide BC graduates with 
the literacy skills and competencies required for success in further 
education, in careers, and in everyday life. 

The aim of the English Language Arts 10-12 curriculum structure is to 
maximize students’ chances of success by allowing them to choose the 
areas of choice that are most engaging for them and to achieve deeper 
learning. Because the curriculum has been redesigned to be less 
prescriptive and more flexible, students have more opportunities to pursue 
their interests, aspirations, and passions and to benefit from more 
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specialized areas of language arts study. Choice also includes providing 
students with more opportunities to select the types of texts they will use. 

The literacy assessment will be introduced in the 2019/20 school year (all 
Language Arts 12 examinations will continue until that time, and then be 
phased out in the process).The literacy assessment is under development. 
It will include several components: pre-assessment activities; an essential 
question aspect; a section required by all students; a student choice piece; 
and a self-reflection component. Further details will be shared as the 
assessment is developed and finalized. 

English 10 course selections will be done on Friday, April 27th. We hope to 
be able to offer a wide range of courses to better serve our learners. 
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Rugby Season in Full Swing 

The rugby program at SHSS is garnering a lot of student interest. We 
currently have three teams: Junior Boys, Senior Boys and Girls. All teams 
were invited to play a tournament in Kamloops on the weekend of April 21st 
where they did our school proud. We hosted a play day for local teams and 
the day was a great success. On May 2nd teams will be traveling to Kimberly. 
Thank you to our community/volunteer coaches, Andrew Mochrie, Josh 
Knudsen, Stacey Charlton and Kathleen Dempster! 
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River Art at the Kootenay Gallery 

Opening night of the River Art show took place on Thursday, April 19th. A 
variety of pieces showcased our students' talents for drawing, painting, 
installation art, photography and writing and focused on our close 
connection to the Columbia River. The work shows not only the various 
artists' great promise but the deep inspiration that students find in our 
beautiful surroundings. The show runs until May 28th and it is really worth 
visiting! Many thanks to Ms. Barnes, Ms. Reddick and all of the students who 
agreed to share their work. 
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