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~Principal’s Message ~
May has been a whirlwind around here! It has been a great month of active
learning and opportunities for students to engage in sports, arts and leadership.
Please have a look through the newsletter so that you can share in what has been
happening, as well as plan for some upcoming events.
I would like to extend a warm welcome to Mr. Terry Jones, who has joined the SHSS
staff as our new Vice Principal. Mr. Jones taught and led at J.L. Crowe for 22 years
and we are very fortunate to have him join the SHSS crew! We already appreciate
his energy and enthusiasm and we know that he will bring a vast array of
experiences and skills to our school. Welcome Mr. Jones!
We hope you are enjoying the sunshine and that you are looking forward to the
summer months. As we move into our final few weeks of school, we are grateful
for our students’ continued efforts and achievements. And, as always, we
appreciate the work that you do as parents in our SHSS community!
Chantal St-Jacques

Welcome Grade 7 Students!
An important part of the work we do is preparing our students for the many
transitions that they will go through in their lives. Currently, we are working closely
with Grade 7 students and their teachers to facilitate the move from elementary
school into our secondary school. We have visited classes and had the students
spend a morning with us so that they could meet their peers and start to become
familiar with their new “home”. Our Leadership students shone once again by
organizing activities for our visitors and they made sure that everyone had a great
time.

Earlier this month, some of our Grade 7’s got a taste of our Explorer program by
working in the Metal shop, the Foods lab and the Business Ed classes. This pilot
program was geared to initiate our junior students to ADST classes and build
interest and curiosity in the practical arts. Students seemed to enjoy their time here
and it was lovely to feel their energy in our school.

It is always exciting for us to start
building relationships with our new
students and their families. We plan
to meet with Grade 7 parents at 6:30
on Wednesday, June 6th to answer
questions and give everyone a
chance to familiarize themselves with
SHSS.

Moving On Up
Our Grade 11 students are starting to prepare for
their transition into their final year of high school.
Ms. Jackie and Ms. Hughes have created a Google
Classroom for our upcoming grad class where
events, Grad Transition assignments, and important Post-Secondary and
Scholarship information will be posted. If you are a parent to a grade 11 student,
please check in with your student to see if they have accessed the Google
Classroom yet.
We are looking forward to a very interesting and successful year with this group of
bright, capable and energetic learners.

SHSS Band in Calgary
Ms. Clark’s band students travelled to Calgary on May 9th-13th to work with
musicians and guest conductors at Mount Royal University's Taylor Centre for the
Performing Arts. They also visited the National Music Centre, The Calgary Zoo, and
saw the Calgary Philharmonic Orchestra in concert. Fundraising, donations, and
parent support were all important parts of making this experience happen and we
are grateful for the work that went into the trip. Thank you to Ms. Clark for offering
our young musicians this fantastic learning opportunity!

Wrapping Up a Great Year of Athletics
Spring sports are coming to an end as we head into
June.
Our girls’ Soccer Team finished their season in Creston
on May 11th. They placed 5th overall and did great work
developing their skills and teamwork. Thank you to
community coaches Maddy Morehouse and Liv Sapriken and teacher sponsors Erin
Reoch and Laurin Hoegy for their dedication to the team.

Rugby has been a growing sport at SHSS in the last
5 years. This year, we had over 50 very passionate
and talented students involved in our Girls, Grade 8
Boys, Junior Boys and Senior Boys teams. The teams
traveled to Kamloops, Cranbrook, Kimberly and
Nelson to play and SHSS hosted a great sunny
playday. We are grateful to coaches Trent Coombs, Ed Garlinge, Kathleen Dempster
and Stacey Charlston for devoting so much time and energy to our program.

Our Golf team is off to Provincials! Mr. McKay and the boys will represent the West
Kootenays in Chase, BC on June 4th and 5th. Good luck Will, Ely, Nic, Ty and AJ!

Starve-a-thon
Congratulations to our leadership class who chose to raise money to support
educational programs in Kenya. On Friday May 11th the class took part in a 24-hour
Starve-a-thon that raised over $1000 through pledges and donations. By not eating
for 24 hours students aimed to raise awareness for people who are not able to get
enough food. The event was a huge success and we are proud of our students for
thinking globally!

SHSS Learns
In order to celebrate the learning that happens in our building daily, we would like
to invite you to take a look at our new blog. Thanks to Mr. Jones’ initiative, you can
peak in and find out more about what is happening in various classrooms. We are
very proud of the work our teachers do and of their efforts to engage students in
meaningful and innovative
experiences. Have a look at the
learning that we are seeing at SHSS
by visiting: https://wp.me/p9Xkde-a

District French Immersion Celebration
On May 17th, all of the district's French Immersion students got together for some
fun, games and food at Millennium Park. It was a great opportunity to share
learning "en français" from Kindergarten to Grade 12!

Stewardship and the Columbia River
Our Environmental Stewardship class was out and about this month participating in
the Know Your Watershed Program developed and sponsored by Columbia Basin
trust. The class also participated in the Columbia River sturgeon release. The
Outdoor Ed students were trained by Fresh Water instructors, then they were able
to help students from the elementary schools release sturgeon. Our students
stepped into a leadership role to help their little buddies release roughly 600
sturgeons. Well done, Outdoor Ed class!

Interested in Muay
Thai?
SHSS has been very
fortunate to have Jake
McFadden volunteer his
time after school as a
Muay Thai Kickboxing
instructor. On Tuesdays
and Thursdays,
students are working
on their fitness while
learning martial arts
skills and discipline. Though we will be wrapping up this year’s six-week training
session on June 21st, we hope to have the opportunity to work with Jake again and
we are grateful for the gracious offer of his time and expertise.

En Garde!
Our senior PE students got to experience a whole new sport. Ali Ulker from the B.C.
Fencing Association worked with grade 11 and 12 students to introduce skills and
the basics of the sport. While this was a first for SHSS, students’ participation and
engagement showed that there is interest in exploring new activities.

Relay for Life
On Tuesday June 19th from 1-7pm SHSS will be
hosting a Relay for Life event on the high
school field. Our Leadership and Marketing
classes who are the organizers hope to raise
funds for Cancer research and spread
awareness for the Canadian Cancer Society.
This event will be combined with our annual “SHin Dig” celebration featuring, a
dunk tank, snacks, activities and games. The community is invited to come out and
show their support or enter a relay team. Information will be posted to our website
for teams wishing to participate. We are looking forward to this event and hope to
have community members join us to celebrate and raise funds for cancer research.

Meet Brendan
Recycling at SHSS is a big job! We are very
fortunate to have Brendan Mondor as a
student leader to take on this responsibility
for us. Click on the link to find out more
about the important work Brendan does!
Brendan's Recycling Program

Robogames 2018
James, Reegan and Ty did a great job
representing SHSS at the Selkirk College
Robogames at the end of April. This robotics
competitions, sponsored by GLOWS, teaches
youth about robotics and gets kids building
robots for various competitions. Through their project work, students learn about
coding and using various technological components. Well done, team!

Grad Weekend 2018
Graduation is the culmination of our students’ high
school career. While the whole year is dedicated to
planning for the future and focusing on academic
success, the Graduation Ceremonies and the Safe Grad
are the year-end celebrations that allow us to recognize
student achievement. We are busily planning for the
upcoming Grad weekend and the excitement is building
amongst our oldest students.
We are very proud of this grad class and the work they have done at SHSS.
While it is an honor to be a part of their first steps into the adult world, we
will miss seeing this crew in our hallways and classes!
Safe Grad is a massive undertaking that requires a lot of work,
commitment and involvement. Our community has shown amazing
generosity in our various fundraisers and we are grateful. In our final
fundraiser, grads sold roughly $6,000 worth of plants and were able to put
$2,500 towards their upcoming grad weekend in June. We appreciate the
support Castlegar has given our grads throughout the year.
A huge thank you to Ms. Andraya Hughes and the Grad Parent Executive
who have put in countless volunteer hours to make this a spectacular
weekend for our students.

Have a look at the calendar below to find out what is going on June
14th, 15th and 16th.
Thursday June 14th- Rehearsal
 3:30 pm - 4:30 pm Student rehearsal for Cap and Gown at Selkirk College
 5:00 pm – 7:00 pm Student rehearsal for Grand March at the Complex


Friday June 15th – Convocation
 3:30 pm – 4:00 pm Students arrive at Selkirk College and parents can choose seats at this time
 5:00 pm – 7:00 pm Cap and Gown Ceremony at Selkirk College
* There will be open seating in bleachers for the public*

Saturday June 16th, 2018 – Safe Grad:
Car Parade
 2:30 pm Grads and Drivers arrive at SHSS
 3:00 pm Parade leaves SHSS and ends at the Complex

Social at Complex
 3:30 pm – 4:00 pm Class photo taken in bleachers at the complex
 4:00 pm – 6:00 pm Grads move to the Selkirk room for formal photos and appetizers
 5:00 pm onwards Parents and guests will start arriving

Grand March 6:00pm – 8:00pm
This annual event at the Community Complex features the grads in formal attire, showing off their
beautiful gowns and suits, as they celebrate their wonderful accomplishments. Each grad receives 4
tickets for floor seating, however, there is also seating available in the bleachers for public and guests.

Grad Dinner 8:00pm – 9:30pm
The Grads will enjoy a buffet dinner in the banquet room

Safe Grad 9:30pm – 1:00am
To finish off the night, the Grads will enjoy casino themed games and snacks, while they celebrate their
last moments with their fellow graduates for this memorial event.

